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The Senate met at 11 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. THURMOND).

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Lloyd John
Ogilvie, offered the following prayer:

Dear God, our Creator, Sustainer and
Strength, You have given us the gift of
life, blessed us with this new week, and
given us work to do for Your glory. We
admit our need for Your insight and in-
spiration. You never intended for us to
depend solely on our own intellect and
understanding. We humbly place our
total dependence on Your power to
maximize the use of the talents You
have entrusted to us. Guide us, Lord.
We accept Your absolute reign and rule
in our minds.

Thank You for the peace of mind we
have when we submit our needs to You.
Source of our courage, we unreservedly
commit to You our lives and the deci-
sions to be made this week. We relin-
quish our control and intentionally ask
You to take charge. Think and speak
through us. Through our Lord and Sav-
ior. Amen.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
able majority leader, Senator LoTT of
Mississippi, is recognized.

SCHEDULE

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, | want to
say once again how much | appreciated
the cooperation that | received from
Senators on both sides of the aisle last
week. | think last week was a very
good week for the Senate. We com-
pleted the NATO enlargement debate,
and | thought it was a good debate. |
thought the Senate showed a great deal
of seriousness and maturity in the way
they handled the final phases and cast
their votes on Thursday night.

Senate

We also completed action on the sup-
plemental appropriations bill, which
has gone to the President. That way,
we will have the funds we need for the
defense of our country and to assist
with natural disasters that have hit
any number of States over the past few
months.

Also, on Friday, we did have debate
on the workplace development bill—all
debate except for the final 1 hour. All
amendments were handled. | believe
there were five or six amendments that
had been pending. So Senator JEF-
FORDS, Senator DEWINE, and others did
a good job getting that debate done on
Friday. We will pick that bill back up
at 4:30 on Tuesday. There will be 1 hour
of debate, followed by final passage on
the Workplace Development Act at 5:30
on Tuesday.

Following morning business this
morning, the Senate will begin consid-
eration then of H.R. 2676, the IRS re-
form and restructuring bill, for debate
only. It is hoped that Members will
come to the floor to offer opening
statements and debate this very impor-
tant piece of legislation.

IRS REFORM

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, as a mem-
ber of the Finance Committee, once
again, last week | found the hearings
on IRS enlightening, in fact, horrify-
ing. We had witness after witness come
in and put their own jobs and reputa-
tions on the line—if they were IRS em-
ployees—to talk about the protection
system of mismanagement and mis-
conduct within IRS. We had small busi-
nessmen come forward and talk about
businesses being raided—in one in-
stance, | think by 64 gun-carrying IRS
agents and U.S. marshals—when they
had done nothing wrong. We heard
great detail about the efforts that have
been gone to by management to pro-
tect misconduct.

Finally, we heard of targeting of po-
litical officials or public officials for

audits or for, in one case, an effort to
show that this person had been laun-
dering money, and it was not true. Sen-
ator Howard Baker, the great former
majority leader, came before the com-
mittee and told what he had experi-
enced—by the way, even though he was
under a lot of pressure not to do so.

We clearly have a culture of intimi-
dation and misconduct at the IRS. It is
not something that has just developed;
it has been growing and getting worse
for the past 15 years. We need serious
IRS reform. The House-passed legisla-
tion made a major step in the right di-
rection last year, but we have found a
lot more abuses. We have come up with
more things that need to be done to
make the IRS genuinely representative
of what the people expect them to be—
that is, to do their job, which is not
easy, and to protect the truly hard-
working and honest IRS agents who are
doing their jobs every day, some who
came forward and pointed out where
problems have been.

We have learned a lot and have come
up with some good legislation. There
will be some relevant amendments that
will need to be offered and debated and
voted on. | hope we can come to an
agreement that will not allow this bill
to become one that is attacked by poi-
son pills or cause its delay or destruc-
tion. The American people want this
IRS reform. | think to get off in a de-
bate of unrelated issues—whether it is
trade issues, many of which | may be
for, or health issues, or whatever—
would be a big mistake. We ought to
have a good debate this Monday and
Tuesday. We ought to complete this
IRS debate by Wednesday or Thursday
night, at the latest. We were able to
get our job done last week. | hope we
can do it again this week.

Now, in addition to those bills, on
Thursday or Friday we may try to take
up a couple of other issues. It will de-
pend on how the debate goes. The agri-
culture research conference report is
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